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LICENSING COMMITTEE
Tuesday, 5 March 2019
Present: Councillor Backhouse (Chairman)
Councillors Woodward (Vice-Chairman), Mrs Cobbold, Heasman, Hill, Huggett,
Noakes, Nuttall, Podbury, Pope and Williams
Officers in Attendance: Sharon Degiorgio (Senior Licensing Officer), Sharon Bamborough
(Head of Licensing Partnership), Robin Harris (Senior Lawyer (Contentious)), Gary
Stevenson (Head of Housing, Health and Environment) and Cheryl Clark (Democratic
Services Officer)
Other Members in Attendance: None
CHAIRMAN'S INTRODUCTION
LC35/18

The Chairman opened the meeting, introduced Committee members and
officers in attendance, and outlined procedural matters of the meeting.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
LC36/18

Apologies for absence were noted from Councillors Bulman and Thomson.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
LC37/18

No declarations of interest were made.

NOTIFICATION OF VISITING MEMBERS WISHING TO SPEAK (IN ACCORDANCE WITH
COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 18):
LC38/18

There were no visiting members who had registered to speak.

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
LC39/18

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the previous meeting dated Tuesday 4
December 2018 provided a correct record, except that it should additionally
be noted that Mr Nick Peeters was also in attendance as clerk to the meeting.
An audio recording of the full meeting is available on the Tunbridge Wells
Borough Council website.

SCRAP METAL DEALER LICENCE FEES 2019/2020
LC40/18

Mrs Degiorgio, Senior Licensing Officer, introduced and summarised the
report which was to consider a review of the fees set for the administration of
the Scrap Metal Dealers Act 2013. This would ensure that the Council
complied with its statutory duty and that the licensing of Scrap Metal Dealers
was self financing in accordance with the Council’s Medium Term Financial
Strategy.
Officers clarified in response to a member query that staff had not received a
commensurate 2.5% increase in salaries but the proposed fee increase was
simply in line with inflation, to ensure cost recovery.
There were no members of the public or other stakeholders who had
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registered to speak on this item.
A motion was proposed, seconded and carried in line with the
recommendation.
RESOLVED: That the Licensing Committee approve fee levels as set out in
Appendix A of the report for implementation on 1 April 2019.
LICENSING ACT 2003 - STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY
LC41/18

Mrs Bamborough, Head of Licensing Partnership, introduced and
summarised the report which was to consider a minor review of the Council’s
current Statement of Licensing Policy for the five year period 7 January 2016
to 6 January 2021 to include a policy for outdoor events. She indicated that
the intention was to provide a policy guideline both for organisers of outdoor
events as well as an element of potential reassurance to the public. Most
members of the Committee welcomed the proposal of this additional section
of policy guidance. However, a particular concern was noted by one
member, that the inclusion of a finish time of 23:00 hours might encourage
greater use of Temporary Event Notices, which would not allow more specific
consideration of an event through the Council’s licensing procedures. An
alternative finish time of 23:30 hours was proposed but this motion was not
carried.
There were no members of the public or other stakeholders who had
registered to speak on this item.
A motion was proposed, seconded and carried in line with the
recommendation. The Licensing Committee would consider feedback from
the consultation at the next meeting on 11 June to agree a final version for
recommendation to Full Council on 17 July 2019.
RESOLVED: That it be agreed for consultation purposes the proposed
amendment to the Statement of Licensing Policy (which will expire 6 January
2021) to include a new section on outdoor events.

STREET TRADING POLICY - CONSULTATION
LC42/18

Gary Stevenson, Head of Housing, Health and Environment introduced and
summarised the report which proposed a consultation on a narrow element of
the existing Street Trading policy that applied to the number of street trading
pitches designated in Calverley Road precinct Tunbridge Wells and the
nature of their use. The consultation would seek views on increasing the
number of pitches from the current number of five to a number that would
allow the newly established independent Farmers’ Market to be
accommodated in the precinct and potentially the area at the Millennium
Clock. In response to a query from the Committee, Mr Stevenson advised up
to 12 pitches were proposed. A plan would be supplied as part of the
consultation.
Members recalled the original site of a market prior to the development of
RVP and were also concerned that the market within the Market Square had
had not proved successful. They also had concerns over the use of the area
by the Clocktower as it was prone to contamination from bird droppings.
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There were no members of the public or other stakeholders who had
registered to speak on this item.
A motion was proposed, seconded and carried in line with the
recommendation. The Licensing Committee would consider feedback from
the consultation at the next meeting on 11 June to agree a final version for
recommendation to Full Council on 17 July 2019.
RESOLVED: That the Committee authorises officers to undertake public
consultation on the Street Trading Policy.
URGENT BUSINESS:
LC43/18

There was no urgent business for consideration.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
LC44/18

RESOLVED:That the next meeting take place on Tuesday 11 June 2019, at 6pm.

NOTES:
1. For full details of the proceedings, an audio recording of the meeting is
available on the Tunbridge Wells Borough Council website.
2. The meeting concluded at 6:50pm.

