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PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION CABINET ADVISORY BOARD
Monday, 5 August 2019
Present: Councillor McDermott (Chairman)
Councillors Bland (Vice-Chairman), Dr Basu, Hamilton, Lewis, Mrs Soyke and Stanyer
Officers in Attendance: Cheryl Clark (Democratic Services Officer), Lee Colyer (Director of
Finance, Policy and Development (Section 151 Officer)), Jo Smith (Lawyer), Stephen
Baughen (Head of Planning Services) and David Scully (Landscape and Biodiversity Officer)
Other Members in Attendance: Councillors Atkins, Bailey, Mrs Cobbold, Ellis, Funnell,
Hayward, Holden, Mackonochie, Morton, Podbury, Scott, Simmons and Warne
CHAIRMAN'S INTRODUCTION
PT10/19

The Chairman opened the meeting and outlined relevant procedural matters.

APOLOGIES
PT11/19

Apologies for absence were recorded from Councillors Lidstone and Willis.

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
PT12/19

No declarations of interest were made.

NOTIFICATION OF VISITING MEMBERS WISHING TO SPEAK
PT13/19

In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 18, Councillors Atkins and
Holden had given notice of wishing to speak at the meeting.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING DATED 6 JUNE 2019
PT14/19

Members had the opportunity to review the minutes.
RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting dated 6 June be approved as
a correct record.

WORK PROGRAMME AS AT 24 JULY 2019
PT15/19

Members had the opportunity to consider the work programme.
RESOLVED – That the Work Programme as at 24 July 2019 be noted.

CONSULTATION ON DRAFT LOCAL PLAN 2016 - 2036 (REGULATION 18) AND
SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL
PT16/19

The Chairman advised that there was a public speaker. Mr Tom Adam had
registered to speak on behalf of both the Save Capel Campaign Group and
Capel Parish Council. He spoke to raise objections to matters contained
within the agenda report and appendices in respect of the Draft Local Plan.
Councillor Sean Holden, Borough Councillor for Benenden & Cranbrook had
given notice of wishing to speak both as Borough Councillor and as the Kent
County Councillor for the Cranbrook Division. He spoke to object to the
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principle and process relating to the preparation of the Draft Local Plan and
its impact on local people and landscapes.
Councillor Rodney Atkins, Borough Councillor for Paddock Wood (East) had
also given due notice and spoke to raise objections on specific matters
included within the Draft Local Plan in relation to Paddock Wood.
At the request of the Chairman, Mr Baughen, Head of Planning provided an
introduction and update to the agenda report. He also responded to the
principle matters, raised by Castle Planning on behalf of the Save Capel
Campaign Group in their letter to members of the Planning and
Transportation Cabinet Advisory Committee. Mr Baughen confirmed that a
more detailed and comprehensive written response would also be sent direct
to Castle Planning. Mr Baughen additionally clarified issues raised by the
speakers and responded to questions from members of the Committee
resulting from their discussions on subjects including:
 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) updated 2018 and 2019;
 Government guidance issued, objectively assessed need and the use of
2014 household growth projections;
 Infrastructure, processes and timescales involved in the preparation of a
new Local Plan;
 Regulation 18 and Regulation 19 consultations;
 Duty to co-operate with other local authorities, previous and forthcoming
consultation events across a range of stakeholders;
 New development management policies to help address repeated
member concerns relating to affordable housing, viability and parking;
 Policy AL/PW 4, open space and flood risks; and
 The extent of minor modifications proposed to be delegated to the Head
of Planning (for agreement with the Portfolio Holder for Planning and
Transportation)
Mr Scully responded to a question on the quality of agricultural land.
Members of the committee provided their views and comments and confirmed
the extensive participation of members of the Council in the process to date.
The Chairman referred members to page 3 of the agenda and members
unanimously agreed the recommendations as read out in full from page 19 of
the report. It was further clarified that the consultation on the Draft Local Plan
would not commence until 20 September 2019, subject to approval by
Cabinet on 15 August 2019. It was also clarified that any public
representations, already made, would have to be re-submitted after 20
September if they were to be considered as part of the consultation
responses.
RESOLVED –
That the Cabinet Advisory Board support the recommendations in the report.
URGENT BUSINESS
PT17/19

There was no urgent business.

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
PT18/19

The next meeting was scheduled for Monday 19 August 2019, at 6.30pm.
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NOTES:
1. An audio recording of the full proceedings of this meeting is available on
the Tunbridge Wells Borough Council Website.
2. The meeting concluded at 7:45pm.

