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Recommendation: 
 

 That the presentation from Phil Jones Associates is noted. 
 

 
1 Introduction 
 
1.1 This note provides a short introduction to the current work on the Tunbridge 

Wells Local Cycling & Walking Infrastructure Plan, in anticipation of a 
presentation by Ben Coleman and John McQueen of Phil Jones Associates at 
JTB on 19 October 2020.  
 

2 Background 
 

2.1 Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans (LCWIPs), as set out in the 
Government’s Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy (2017), are a new, 
strategic approach to identifying cycling and walking improvements required at 
the local level. LCWIPs provide a long-term approach to developing local 
cycling and walking networks, usually over a 10 year period. Future 
government funding for cycling and walking will only be allocated to local 
authorities that have these strategic plans in place. 
 

2.2 Tunbridge Wells Borough Council (along with three other Kent authorities) was 
chosen to be part of a pilot programme of early adopters and received free 
consultancy support to prepare an LCWIP. Our Phase 1 LCWIP focuses on 
the urban area of Royal Tunbridge Wells and was submitted to the 
Department for Transport (DfT) at the end of November 2019 for feedback (as 
part of this pilot) prior to further consultation locally. Unfortunately, the DfT 
response has been delayed due to Covid-19. 
 

2.3 The Transport Assessment prepared for the emerging Local Plan (at 
Regulation 18) set out a requirement for a significant modal shift from car to 
active travel. Such a change is only likely to be delivered if improved walking 
and cycling infrastructure is provided for shorter journeys. It is recognised that 
car ownership in Borough is, and will remain, high and people will still use cars 



for certain journeys, but the aim of the LCWIP is to facilitate and encourage 
active travel for shorter journeys. In addition, the Transport Assessment set 
out requirements for improved inter-urban segregated cycle routes. Longer 
journeys by bike are feasible with suitable infrastructure and assuming a 
greater up-take of electric bikes in the future.  
 

2.4 Phil Jones Associates (PJA) was appointed earlier this year by Tunbridge 
Wells Borough Council with a brief to cover the following elements: 

 

 Review of LCWIP Phase 1 (focused on RTW and the surrounding area); 

 Preparation of an LCWIP (Phase 2) for other urban areas of the borough 
including Paddock Wood; 

 A feasibility assessment of potential inter-urban cycle routes between 
Royal Tunbridge Wells – Paddock Wood – Tonbridge – Royal Tunbridge 
Wells; and 

 Assessment of the potential for creation of Low Traffic Neighbourhoods in 
urban areas of the borough including Royal Tunbridge Wells, 
Southborough and Paddock Wood 

 
2.5 This work is now approaching completion and a report will be finalised in 

November 2020.  
 

2.6 Ben Coleman and John McQueen of PJA will be presenting the methodology 
and findings of this work (to date) to JTB on 19 October and there will be an 
opportunity to ask questions. 

 
3 Recommendation 
 
3.1 That the presentation from PJA is noted. 

 
3.2 That consultation on the final LCWIP will be undertaken as part of the Local 

Plan Regulation 19 consultation programme in Spring 2021. 
 

 
Appendices to the Report 

 None 
 

Background Papers 

 None 


