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άIn 2038, Lamberhurst Parish will be a vibrant and diverse community that takes care of its 

environment and provides suitable housing for residents of all ages and means.  

At its heart will be a strong social core with good local facilities including schools, GP surgery, 

shops, cafes, pubs, recycling and parking facilities as well as excellent links in terms of 

communications and public transport for residents and rurally based businesses.  

Well maintained Public Rights of Way will provide safe routes throughout to encourage walking 

and cycling. Lamberhurst will continue to be a compelling destination for visitors to the scenic 

Kentish High Weald.έ 
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Lamberhurst Parish 
Lamberhurst Parish covers an area of approximately 22 square kilometres. It spans some 5 kilometres 

(3 miles) from North to South, and 7 kilometres (4 miles) from East to West. 

 

All maps within this document are reproduced from the Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of 

ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊ ƻŦ IŜǊ aŀƧŜǎǘȅΩǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴŜǊȅ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ ϭ /Ǌƻǿƴ ŎƻǇȅǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ нлмр hǊŘƴŀƴŎe 

Survey 1000242298. Unauthorised reproduction infringes crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or 

civil proceedings. 
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Chapter 1 Introduction 
What is this plan? 

Neighbourhood Development Plans were 

introduced by the Localism Act 2011 and aim to 

give local people a bigger say on what happens in 

their area. This Plan sets out a vision and 

objectives for the parish to 2038, and also a set of 

planning policies by which these will be delivered, 

and which will: 

Á Promote and control new development in the 

parish  

Á Make sure that any new development is well-

designed and in harmony with the character and 

appearance of the area  

Á Safeguard and improve local community 

facilities, and those features of local culture, 

built heritage and the natural environment that 

make Lamberhurst such a special place. 

We also look beyond the planning system to other 

community actions which will help us deliver our 

objectives and complement the planning policies.  

This will give additional guidance to those wishing 

to submit planning applications within 

Lamberhurst parish. Once adopted, it will 

influence planning decisions made by Tunbridge 

Wells Borough Council (TWBC) and also inform the 

work of other public bodies such as Kent County 

Council, government agencies, and the High 

Weald AONB Joint Advisory Committee on matters 

affecting Lamberhurst. 

Where have we reached in the 
neighbourhood planning process? 

This is ǘƘŜ άǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŘǳƳ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Neighbourhood Development Plan. It has been 

modified to reflect comments and inputs 

received from the TWBC Regulation 16 

consultation conducted between October and 

December 2020 and examination by an 

independent inspector in the Spring of 2021. 

The next step will be to hold a local referendum 

in the Parish, as recommended by the 

independent inspector, where the Plan must 

achieve a simple majority of votes cast to 

proceed to adoption. 

Once the Plan has been passed through 

referendum and has been ΨƳŀŘŜΩΣ ǘƘŜ [b5t will 

form part of the Development Plan and be a 

material planning consideration in the decision 

making process by TWBC. 

What area will the Plan cover? 

The Plan covers the whole of the civil parish of 

Lamberhurst and the key features of the Plan area 

are summarised in Chapter 2 of this document. 

How has the local community been 
involved so far? 

Work began on the Plan late in 2017. Throughout 

the preparation of the Lamberhurst 

Neighbourhood Development Plan, we have tried 

to promote the widest possible engagement of the 

local community in planning for the future 

development of the parish. Our guiding principles 

have been: 

Á To commence community engagement early on, 

before we started drafting anything, and to seek 

a clear understanding of those issues and 

concerns which are of most importance to the 

local community 

Á As work progressed on the plan, to offer further 

opportunities for comment as a draft vision and 

objectives were worked up and a draft plan 

prepared  
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Á To offer a range of different ways for people to 

engage as preparation of the plan has 

progressed. We have tried to make our 

arrangements appropriate and proportionate 

for a rural community. This has included 

ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎΣ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŀ 

website, the parish magazine, public notice 

boards, and special consultation events for key 

groups in the local community (such as 

businesses and young families) and meetings 

with external consultees 

Á Tapping into the knowledge and experience 

available in the local community wherever 

possible, by making the process as open and 

inclusive as possible 

Á Through all the above actions, to meet the 

statutory requirements for public engagement 

set out in in the Neighbourhood Plan 

Regulations. 

Á All community activities were conducted pre-

Covid 19 and the Parish Council will endeavour 

to communicate the updated Plan and public 

consultations following the Covid 19 guidance.  

Supporting documents 

Throughout work on the plan, we have been 

assembling an evidence base which will give us 

information to better understand the issues 

affecting Lamberhurst ParishΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ 

to develop our planning objectives and policies. 

Some of the evidence is listed in the appendices 

and elsewhere in the document but more 

comprehensive details can be found on the 

Lamberhurst Parish website: 

https://www.lamberhurstvillage.org/ndp-

documentation.html  

In parallel with the Neighbourhood Development 

Plan itself, the legislation requires us to prepare 

other documents, which also have to be submitted 

to the local planning authority at the start of the 

formal statutory stages of the neighbourhood plan 

process. These are: 

Á A Public Consultation Statement explaining 

how the local community and other interested 

parties have been involved in the preparation of 

the plan and how their views have been taken 

into account  

Á A Basic Conditions Statement explaining how 

the Neighbourhood Plan and its policies meet 

legal requirements in paragraph 8 of Schedule 

4B of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 

and how they relate to national and local 

planning policy, and relevant European 

legislative requirements. 

Á A Sustainability Appraisal TWBC has 

determined that such an appraisal is not 

required for this Plan because it proposes no 

new development allocations beyond those 

indicated in the emerging TWBC Local Plan. 

 

  

https://www.lamberhurstvillage.org/neighbourhood-plan.html
https://www.lamberhurstvillage.org/ndp-documentation.html
https://www.lamberhurstvillage.org/ndp-documentation.html
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Chapter 2 Developing the plan 
Development Process 

The proposal to create an LNDP was outlined at a 

public meeting held in Lamberhurst War Memorial 

Hall on the 18th April 2017, attended by 70 

residents. The meeting unanimously agreed that 

such a plan would be of benefit to the Parish and, 

following the meeting, our intention was 

registered. The Lamberhurst Designated Area was 

approved by TWBC on 8 December 2017. 

Organisation 

Community training and awareness meetings were 

held between December 2017 and February 2018, 

during which volunteers were sought for the 

steering and working groups. At the first Steering 

Group held on the 26th March 2018 Graham 

White was elected Chairman. The group has been 

supported by professional planning consultants, 

Jim Boot and Lindsay Frost. 

The key objectives of the steering group were to 

understand:  

1. Future housing needs in Lamberhurst 

2. Criteria to be used when considering potential 

sites for housing  

3. Where new housing might be located 

4. Design requirements for new developments 

and homes 

5. Aspects of living in the Parish that are 

important to residents  

6. How to formulate plans for the delivery of 

sustainable development.  

Following the decision to produce a community-

led plan, five working groups were tasked with 

building an evidence base and identifying issues, 

objectives and policy areas. The five working 

groups were:  

Á Landscape & Environment 

Á Community & Wellbeing 

Á Business & Employment 

Á Housing & Design 

Á Traffic & Transport 

Á Additionally, a housing sub-group was formed 

between members of the steering group and 

members of the Parish Council, all of whom 

have extensive experience of planning and 

housing issues. 

Community engagement 

The key steps undertaken were:  

Á 18th April 2017 ς 70 residents attended a 

meeting in the Memorial Hall to listen to 

presentations from Parish Council 

representatives about the benefits of 

developing a Neighbourhood Development Plan 

and the steps to be taken in the process.  

Á December 2017 to January 2018 ς 25 residents 

volunteered for working groups. 

Á 24th June 2018 ς Launch of the questionnaire 

which was online and as paper-copies. 

Á August 2018 ς A summary of the questionnaire 

results was delivered to all households.  

Á September 2018 ς An exhibition of findings 

from the questionnaire was held in the 

Memorial Hall. 

Á September-November 2018 ς Four public 

workshops and one workshop for business 

owners were held in different venues around 

the Parish.  

Á 12th January 2019 ς A workshop was held for 

families. 

Á 9th April 2019 ς Photographic competition, an 

exhibition of entries and a public vote to 

determine the winners.  
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Á July 2019- A pre-submission draft plan was 

published in both electronic and hard copy form 

and made available to residents and wide range 

of organisations who have an interest in 

Lamberhurst (such as the local authorities, 

utility companies, government agencies, 

environmental and business organisations). A 

bespoke feedback form was provided in both 

formats to solicit written feedback and local 

exhibitions were staged throughout the Parish 

to explain the objective and contents of the plan 

and encourage feedback. A public consultation 

document was produced in August 2019 to 

support updates to the Plan.  

Communication of the Plan 

Regular updates have been published in the Parish 

Magazine and posters were produced to publish 

the community meetings and the consultation in 

July 2019.  

Evidence gathering activities 

Questionnaires 

A questionnaire was launched on the 24th June 

2018 and ran until the 21st July 2018. It was open 

to all residents age 14 or above. Paper copies of 

the questionnaire were sent to each household in 

the Parish. It was also available online. 330 

responses were received, representing 46% of 

paper questionnaires circulated. 

A separate questionnaire was also sent to over 90 

local businesses and received a response from 

67%. 

Community Workshops 

Public workshops were held with the aim of 

creating a set of objectives and exploring options 

and proposals for the LNDP. In the workshops, we 

examined the evidence gathered through the 

questionnaire and identified several development 

options. The impact of each option was assessed, 

for the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and 

threats. Small, medium and large development-

scenarios were all discussed. In addition, there was 

a family workshop to engage younger residents 

and one for interested business owners, who had 

also been sent a business questionnaire. Details 

are set out later in the LNDP. 

The workshops included: 

Vision and Objectives 

Creating visions for the parish and setting 

objectives for the Neighbourhood Plan.  

Housing and Design 

Developing design policies, considering future 

housing needs and setting site selection criteria.  

Traffic and Economy 

Addressing traffic issues raised in the 

questionnaire and understanding the local 

economy and its potential. 

Landscape and Community 

Identifying those aspects of Parish life that are 

most valued by residents. This includes the 

societies, amenities, facilities and aspects of the 

landscape that are most beneficial to quality of life 

Community views captured at open 
meetings 

Meetings in 2018 

Vision and Objectives held on 27th September. 

Housing and Design held on the 1st November. 

Landscape and Community held on 15th 

November. 

Traffic and Economy held on 27th November. 

Formulating and Writing the plan 

Regular meetings of the steering group and the 

working groups developed an evidence base which 

ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 

used to formulate policies that met the objectives 

and policies that were identified in the community 

workshops. At every stage we took professional 

advice from our retained consultants to ensure 

our policies met existing planning regulation. 

Additionally, meetings were held with the Planning 
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department of TWBC who commented on our 

draft plan before it was committed to print. 

All ages included 

A family orientated workshop was held on the 

17th January 2019. Children and parents came 

along together and built models of the facilities 

they would like to see in the parish, using Lego and 

recycled materials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Local children build their own lego and recycled 
material designs for new development within the 
Parish 

 

     
 

 
 
 
  






















































































































































































